
Spring 2015 Honors Course Offerings 

CRN Course Title Days Time Instructor Credit Hours 

11135 HN201A SophHNSem – Critical Thinking TR 1-2:15 McGuire 3 

10160 HN201B Ethics and Responsibilities of 
Leadership 

TR 9:30-10:45 Gleason 3 

10809 HN201C Ethics and Responsibilities of 
Leadership 

TR 11-12:15 Gleason 3 

11136 HN201D Food in Literature and Film R 1-3:40 Averill 3 

11225 HN201E Women in World War II TR 2:30-3:45 Sullivan 3 

11832 HN201F The Bible and Sex MWF 12-12:50 Crawford 3 

10608 HN202A SophHNSem – Critical Thinking TR 1-2:15 McGuire 3 

10161 HN202B Explore Concept of Leadership TR 1-2:15 Edelman 3 

11503 HN202D Introduction to Poverty Studies TR 11-12:15 Hart 3 

11321 HN202E Women in World War II TR 2:30-3:45 Wynn 3 

12487 HN202F Traditional Japan MW 1-2:15 Silvestri 3 

11425 HN202XC Kansas Legislative Experience R 4-5:15 Beatty 3 

11320 HN203A SophHNSem – Critical Thinking TR 1-2:15 McGuire 3 

10758 HN392A Directed Readings TBA  McGuire 1-3 

11219 HN392B Advanced Mock Trial TR 6-8:30 Schnoebelen 1-3 

10162 HN399A Honors Thesis TBA  McGuire 1-6 

11854 TH202HNA Acting 1 MW 11-12:50 Weiner 3 

11856 TH202HNB Acting 1 TR 11-12:50 Shonka 3 

12431 CH152HNA Fund of Chemistry II MWR
F 

12-12:50 Angel 5 

       

       

       

 

*Course Descriptions begin on next page. 

 

 

 

 

PINs are now available. Please meet with me in person for a short meeting or by calling me 

to discuss course offerings. While I am able to provide you with your PIN, ideally you should 

receive this from your major advisor. Thanks! 

  



Course Descriptions 

HN 201A/202A/203A (Sophomore Honors Seminar – Critical Thinking) This course is required for all 

“sophomore” honors students (i.e., honors students in their second year at Washburn). The course will provide students 

with instruction on strengthening and further developing their critical thinking skills. Students can select how this course 

counts in terms of Gen Ed requirements: 201 = Arts & Humanities; 202 = Social Science; and 203 = Math & Natural 

Science. 

HN 201B/201C (Ethics and Responsibilities of Leadership)  This class is a survey of the fundamental ethical 
responsibilities of leadership; requires examination of obstacles to and opportunities for ethical leadership, an 
understanding of the cultural contexts of leadership and an articulation of a personal ethics statement as a foundation 
for applied ethics in the leadership process. 
 
HN 201D (Food in Literature and Film) From our very first taste of mother’s milk, we are what we eat.    This course 
uses literature (essay, memoir, fiction, and poetry) and film to explore our relationship to food as nutrition, as cultural 
signifier, as part of religion, ritual, and tradition, as pleasure, as language, and as metaphor.   
 
 
HN 201E/202E (Women in World War II) In this interdisciplinary course, we explore women’s roles during WWII in 
French and American fiction, film, autobiography, and history. Frequently cast as victims, resistors, collaborators, 
patriots, and protesters, women were expected to play a gamut of roles during WWII and the period immediately 
afterward. This course explores the female experience during the war and the anti-nuclear movement that followed, 
and aims to investigate the various representations of women as agents or victims of change.  
We have crafted a curriculum that asks students to analyze popular depictions of women’s experiences in wartime, and 
compare them to historical and academic portrayals of women’s lives. In order to do so, we juxtapose memoirs and 
documentaries with popular films on similar topics. This allows students to interrogate not only the way women 
experienced World War II in France and in the United States, but also the manner in which authors and directors have 
filtered those experiences through memory and contemporary morals to engage a popular audience. In class discussions 
and in the assigned reflection papers, students will demonstrate their ability to read critically and analyze academic texts 
in their oral and written commentaries on the literature, historical texts and articles, and films. In exposing them to a 
wide variety of fictional films, documentaries, short stories, memoirs, novels and academic articles, the students will 
acquire a greater aesthetic appreciation for the arts and humanities and social sciences. It is our goal that the final paper 
will encourage the students to design and carry out independent research. 
 
HN 201F (The Bible and Sex) An in-depth analysis of what the Bible has to say about human sexual beliefs and 
practices.  Focus is on selected biblical passages read and interpreted in terms of their Ancient Near Eastern- and Eastern 
Mediterranean cultural contexts.  Attention also given to modern applications—and misapplications—of biblical and 
cognate materials to contemporary social life and issues of human sexuality. 
 
HN 202B (Explore Concept of Leadership) This course provides a survey of leadership theories and introduction to 
the academic study of leadership using case studies and contexts of the leadership process; requires identifying personal 
leadership potential, articulation of a personalized leadership theory, and leadership concepts applied in a Campus 
Action Project. 
 
HN 202D (Introduction to Poverty Studies) This course examines poverty as a problem for individuals, families, and 
societies. It focuses on the United States, perhaps the most impoverished of any developed nation.  
Introduction to Civic Engagement-Poverty Studies is the first course in the Civic Engagement minor. This course 
emphasizes discussion intended to advance understanding and prompt critical analyses of the assigned readings. 
Student will write papers based primarily on these readings. The first paper will state the issues; later papers will state 
the issues and defend a position on an assigned topic. The readings do not develop a consensus position. The authors 
occupy a broad spectrum of political, economic, and moral opinions. Hence, your papers will have to show how and why 
you disagree with at least some of the readings, maybe all of them. Revisions are optional and will be based on my 



comments and reconsideration of your first arguments. This approach allows you to discuss and write about challenging 
readings from a variety of disciplines without excessive anxiety. 
 
HN 202F (Traditional Japan) This course explores the history and development of Japanese civilization from the 
prehistoric period to the collapse of the Tokugawa shōgunate in 1868 and beyond.  We will explore major themes such 
as the development of Japan’s clan-based feudal culture, the extent of Chinese influence on Japan’s development, high 
medieval court culture, the development and culture of the samurai class, the role of Buddhism and Shintō in Japanese 
development, and high samurai culture under the Tokugawa shōguns. Student work will include extensive reading in 
primary sources and secondary scholarship, exams and research paper, and participation in the development of a 
samurai-era strategy game. 
 
HN 202XC (Kansas Legislative Experience) This course provides analysis of the Kansas Legislature and Governor, 
along with other state-wide offices and media, and how they function within the governmental systems in the state of 
Kansas. Along with an in-depth study of a legislative session, the student will be required to attend legislative committee 
meetings, floor debates, gubernatorial press conferences, and conduct participant observation within a legislative or 
executive office. 
 
HN 392A (Directed Readings) This section of 392 allows for students to develop their own plan of study supervised 
by either the Dean of the Honors program or another faculty member who has agreed to supervise a student’s 
independent study. Juniors are encouraged (not required) to enroll in this course prior to enrolling in Honors Thesis. 
 
HN 392B (Advanced Mock Trial) Learn the basics of trial advocacy, and how to polish these basic skills so as to attain 
competitive success; develop and sharpen your oral communication skills; develop advanced research skills; develop and 
sharpen your analytical ability; learn through competition with your classmates and teams from other universities; be 
better prepared for law school. 
 
HN 399A (Honors Thesis) Like HN392A, this course is designed to be an independent study but with the focus being 
on fulfilling one of the requirements for completing the Honors Program – the thesis. 
 
TH 202 Sections: HNA and HNB (Acting 1) This class develops the tools used by actors. Exercises are introduced and 
practiced which expand vocal, physical and emotional range or expressiveness. Improvisations, or spontaneous 
theatrical play, presents students with acting challenges, giving them opportunities to exercise this expanded range. 
Each challenge provides a particular focus for what are essentially experiments in human behavior. For theatre students, 
improvisation greatly enhances an immediate and vital connection to scene work. It provides tools for communication of 
text and subtext, creation of character, physical activity and nonverbal communication. Non theater students are given 
the opportunity, through these activities to re-engage their senses, revitalize their bodies, voices, and intuition and 
explore the complex maze of human personality, interaction, and communication in a safe environment. 
 
CH 152HNA (Fundamentals of Chemistry II) This is a continuation of CH 151 Fundamentals of Chemistry I – Honors. 

Topics covered will include a study of bond theory, equilibrium, kinetics, thermodynamics, thermochemistry, 

electrochemistry, and the derivation of the physical models used to understand these topics. The emphasis in the 

laboratory is on quantitative work. Four class periods a week and one three-hour laboratory period per week. 

Prerequisite: Pass CH151 with a B or better, enrollment in Honors Program, or consent of instructor. 

 

For questions/concerns about any of the above courses email me (honors@washburn.edu) or give me a call at 

785.670.1342. To learn more specific details about these courses point your browser to www.washburn.edu/schedule 

and click on the link labeled ‘Course Schedule.’ Next, at the top of the window, select ‘Honors’ in the second drop-down 

box and click ‘Search.’ 

If for some reason, you cannot fit any of the above courses into your schedule, then you will need to contract out honors 
credit. But keep in mind, you should only contract out up to 12 hours of honors credit (i.e., 50% of what is required). 

mailto:honors@washburn.edu
http://www.washburn.edu/schedule

